Botero in Berlin

Voluptous sensuality made of bronce at Berlin Lustgarten

The famous sculptures of Fernando Botero are coming to Berlin 

from September 25th to November 25th, 2007
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Fernando Botero: Dancers



     Fernando Botero: Reclining Woman


all photos © Galerie Thomas Munich

Berlin, July 31, 2007: In the grandiose setting of the Berlin Lustgarten the Columbian Embassy is presenting, supported by Galerie Thomas, Munich and Allianz Insurance, from September 25, 2007 until November 25, 2007, an imposing selection of monumental bronze sculptures by the most successful contemporary Columbian artist, Fernando Botero. 

15 of the heavy-weight works of art are placed in the Lustgarten, another one with the title "Horse 06" will find a place in front of the Brandenburger Tor - at the artist's specific request. For Botero, the horse is a symbol of movement and departure, that's why it is placed in this location, which reflects the varied history of Berlin and the Federal Republic like no other. As intended by Botero, his huge, voluptuous horse, standing still, is a contrast to the temperamental expression of the bronze sculpture on top of the Brandenburger Tor, the Quadriga.

Fernando Botero is considered to bet the most important and prominent representative of contemporary Latin American Art and has already caused quite a stir with his sculptures in Paris, New York and Lisbon. He found his own style, which today is world renowned, in the 1950s, at that time exclusively in his paintings. His works of art thrive on the tension built up by the polarity of the voluptuousness of the human figure and the simultaneous reduction of Detail. Following the first sculptural works at the beginning of the 1960s, Botero increasingly devoted himself to sculpture from the mid-1970s and here we also find the sensuous shapes and the technical perfection in the handling of the volume.

Fernando Botero himself says that his sculptures have no symbolic significance whatsoever, as his interest lies solely in the form, the smooth rounded surfaces, which accentuate the sensuality of the work. „I like the enormous size, it is he fulfilment of my longing for voluptuous round forms.“. Botero, who is venerated like a folk hero in his Colombian homeland, is of the opinion, „that through their sensuousness and monumentality the fats are closer to eternity“.Galerie Thomas in Munich, which represents Botero's works, confirms that the voluptuousness of his figure invites touching them. „No other works of art in the world are touched as often as Botero's bronze sculptures and there are collectors who can only bear to be separated from their Botero exhibits for a short time, because touching them confers strength and calm.“  

The exhibition will be opened on September 25 at 4 p.m. with an open air vernissage in the presence of Fernando Botero and the Colombian Ambassador, Dr. Victoriana Mejía Marulanda. The interested public can view the sculptures until November 25 around the clock and free of charge. Further information about the exhibition at www.boteroinberlin.com.

Botero in Berlin. Exhibiton from Sept. 25. to Nov.  25, 2007 at the Berlin Lustgarten on the Museumsinsel Unter den Linden. Free admission. 
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